
How will what we spoke about doing for water quality, habitats and climate change come together, who 
will do what when?  I will give you a brief overview of the partner roles, SSE Amendment Components, 
the overall Planning Process and Timeframe and next steps.
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The DOS will work with the SSER Council and its partners to develop the SSE Amendment.  We envision 
the roles of our partners will be similar to those used to develop the SSER Comprehensive Management 
Plan.
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Similar to the Comprehensive Management Plan’s development, SSER Council members will be asked to 
serve on one or more work groups, review the recommendations of the work groups and review the SSE 
Amendment.  For the Citizen Advisory Committee members, in addition to serving on SSE Work Groups, 
they will be asked to update their constituencies about the SSE Amendment work progress & facilitate 
other public outreach efforts.

Water Quality, Habitats and Climate Change work groups will be created and comprised of SSER Council 
members, CAC members, TAC members, user groups, & other knowledgeable individuals. From each 
work group we will be looking for three things:

1. Access to available data and information. 

2. Review of the analysis of data gaps developed by the NYS DOS and consultants

3. Advice throughout the SSE Amendment’s development
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The NYS Coastal Management Program is both proactive and reactive.  The SSE Amendment will also be 
both.  It will provide a series of implementation strategies that will address how best to fix problems for 
each of the three issues, as well as provide improved policies for decision making to stop poor projects 
from being built. It will provide greater geographic specificity to reflect present conditions; avoid 
degradation; and, restore the heath of and minimize potential future impacts on the estuary.
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The Inventory Task will include: 

• Collecting information, data and research results generated since the adoption of the SSER 
Comprehensive Management Plan in 2001.  

• Evaluating the inventory information’ s relevance to the SSE Amendment.

• Identifying information gaps.

• Identifying the need for information and data. 

• Determining how to get that new data and its cost.
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Among other news & energizing issues, the amendment should address:

• How to accommodate wetland migration caused by sea level rise;

• Continued water quality impacts on public uses and living resources; and

• How best to assist local governments to adapt to more severe weather and the other 
greatest risks caused by climate change.
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During the analysis, options for improvements to the Coastal Program’s policies will be looked at:

• need for scientific research; and

• projects needed to restore habitats, improve water quality and help adapt to climate change impacts.

7



During policy development we will come to conclusions on how best to modify the Coastal Program’s 
policies and possible need for change to State laws and regulations.
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As with the SSER Comprehensive Management Plan, the SSE Amendment will include a strategy to 
implement key actions, and the funding and partners needed.
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The Science to Management Committee would have a significant permanent role in assisting the Council 
and DOS with evaluating progress, measuring success and assessing future needs. 

Part of the implementation strategy should include a process which enables the Council and resource 
management partners to continually adapt to new information.  Part of that might be evolving the TAC 
to be a Science to Management Committee.  A group to help translate newly available research results 
into biomass implementable management actions.
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The public will be kept engaged through the SSE Amendment’s development. We will be looking to the 
Citizen Advisory Committee for their help with reaching the public.  
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